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for we know, that if bur earthly Houſe of this 
Tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a Building 
of God, an Houſe not made with hands, eter- 
nal in the Heavens, 


APPY lot! Thus doth the Apoſtle repreſent the 

ſtate of the ſincere Chriſtian. He is not indeed 
exempted from (ſufferings and afflictions: nor is it his 
mvilege, that He doth not ſee death. Yet is is his 
flicity, that you can never ſo put the caſe, but the ad- 
zantage will be on his ſide. All things are His; even 
death as well as life” That Event, which to others is 
lhe end of all their purſuits and hopes, opens to Him 
lublimer proſpects than any He reſigns, and introduces 
immortality and glory. The end of the preſent is con- 


neſted with the commencement of a future, happy and 


lignified exiſtence, Hence the great Reformer Luther, 
when threatned, could ſay with truth and fortitude : 
"never fear, Luther will be ſafe enough either under hea- 
ven or in it. Hence the Apoſtle could declare; We 
aint not, but though our outward man periſh, yet the 
inward Man is renewed day by day; for we know, or 
ne aſſurgd, that if our earthly houſe of this Taverna- 
cle were @iſſolved, we have a Building of God, an houſe 


"not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens.” 
Theſe 
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Buil ling of God : the former 1s earthly, the latter in tl 


(2) 


Theſe words lead us to compare or contraſt the preſent MW val pt 
ſtate of the human Frame with hat perſed ſtate of Being, I this 1 
to which the Chriſtian hopes to be raiſed and to fe- may | 


flect on the Certainty and Aſſurance of his hope. ploye 
: out th 

Firſt, Let us compare or contraſt the preſent Nate of bes tl 
the human frame, with at perfedt flare of Being, to "Bil 


which the Chriſtian hath the hope of being raiſed. 

„For we know, that if our earthly Houſe, of this Ta- 
*bernacle, were diſſolved, We have a building of Ged, 
„an Houſe not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
«ens.” Both ſlates are here deſcribed under alluſions 
borrowed from an edifice or ſtructure. The former is 
likened unto a common Houſe, the latter-is called a 


makes 
from \ 
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ments 
Heavens :—the former is only a Tabernacle, but the latter 4 


is eternal. So that the latter hath vaſtly the ſupertority play, tl 
over the former in the excellence of the Workman/hiþ—M;.., 8 
in ftuation— and in duration In theſe inſtances, which * 

materially affect the beauty and excellence of any Build. Yet t 
ing, is the Compariſon drawn, by the Apoſtle, between #dmirat 
the preſent and future ſtate; between this frail and trau. which 
ſitory life on earth and the noble, perfe& aud durable er kill an 
iſtence, to the hope of which we are begotten by theW!! ſulfe 
Goſpel. Let us dwell on theſe particulars ; it may re-M bus, fr 
concile us to death: It may? beget in us ardent deſires vecds p 
alter immortality. through 


I. Here, it is ſaid, we dwell in an Houſe, but Her But 
ter we ſhall inhabit a Building of God, not made with hands lent 
The human Frame is a curious and convenient firud- bod, an 
ture, It diſplays beauty, is furniſhed with ornament which e 


and adapted to uſe. As it is the ſeat of noble, intellect er ſigniff 
ual 


e preſent 
f Being, 
d to te- 


ſtate ol 
eing, to 
led, 
his Ta- 
of Gd, 
the hea- 
llufions 
Jrmer 18 
called a 
er in the 
he latter 
2eriority 
anſhiþ— 
8, Which 
y Build- 
between 
nd tran- 
able ex- 
1 by the 
may Te- 
t defires 


_ Her 
th hands 
t truck 
namens, 


intellect 
ual 


(3) 


nal powers, the abode of knowledge, wiſdom and virtue, 
this wonderful fabric, in it's deſign as well as nature, 
may be compared to an houſe, The ſame image is em- 
ployed by Solomon in the 12th. of Eccleſiaſties. He runs 
cut the compariſon into ſeveral particulars, and perſon- 
es the more active and important parts of our frame. 
According to Him, it ſtands upon Pillars, which age 
makes to tremble; and is furniſhed with windows, 
from whence is ſurveyed the world around it. But 
without attempting, nicely and exactly, to open the 
Compariſon 1n every particular, Man may be properly 
likened to a piece of Architecture formed of materials 
wonderfully diſpoſed. The various powers and facul- 
tes of his frame are lodged, as it were, in ſuitable apart- 
ments, as it beſt ſuited for their preſervation and exerti- 
on. Firmneſs and utility, elegance and proportion diſ- 
play, through the whole fabric, :xquiſite art and aſtoniſh- 
ng machinery. 


Yet this curious ſtructure, which we contemplate with 

admiration, is only an houſe of clay, the foundations of 
which are in the duſt. Like buildings raiſed by human 
kill and labour, it is expoſed to injury and decay. 
It ſuffers from outward accidents, from inclement ſea- 
ſons, from uſe and time. Like a common edifice it 
needs perpetual repair: and, after the utmoſt care, 
through age, it falls into Ruins. 


But we expect it to riſe again, a more noble and ex- 
cellent form. If it be diſſolved, we have a building of 
God, an houſe not made with hands.” Theſe are terms 
which expreſs dignity, glory and perfection. The form- 
er ſignifies, that God is its immediate Author: and the 

Jatter 


El 


latter is a phraſe uſed in Scripture to denote a ſuperiori- 
ty in point of execution and duration to what is mere! 

human workmanſhip. Ihe preſent ſtate; like to edifi- 
ces formed by human art and ſkill, is frail and imperfed: 
but where God is the Architect, the Building will ſur- 
paſs in beauty, ornament nd convenience. This vile 
*body, this body of our humiliation, ſhall be changed 
«2nd faſhioned like to Chriſt's glorious. body, That 
«Which is ſown in corruption, ſhall be raiſed in incor- 
»ruption: That which is ſown in diſhonour, ſhall be 
"raiſed in glory: That which is ſown in weaknels, ſhall 
be raiſed in power. It is ſown a natural body, it is 
*raiſed a ſpiritual body. As we have born the image 
of the earthy, we ſhall alſo bear the image of the hea- 
"venly.” Whatever now impairs the ſtrength, or de- 
faces the beauty of the building, ſhall be done away; 


brightneſs and glory, ſtrength and activity ſhall be dif- 


played, without defect, through the whole conſtitution, 
A ſhining Star doth not more differ from a clod ofcarth, 
than will this heavenly from our preſent earthly fraue. 


2dly. The Apoſtle compares together theſe Buildings 
in point of ſituation. The firſt is an earthly houſe; the 
ſecond is in the Heavens, We dwell in houles of clay: 
We are formed out of the duſt: and the Earth is our 1c- 
ſidence. The very ſituation of this ſtructure implicth 
imperfection and expoſeth it to evils. The world which 
we inhabit, though it preſenteth its delightful ſcencs, & 
yieldeth its various fruits, is not the abode of perfect 
purity or bliſs. The rain frequently delcendeth : the 
floods ariſe: and the winds blow. Our condition here 
much reſembleth that of a Building expoſed to bleax 


and boiſterous weather, and to the rude attacks of.vio- 
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lence and fraud: where the Inhabitants are often ſcorch- 
ed with the heat, or pierced with the cold: whore dreary 
Wilds mingle with beautiſuF profpefts and mclement 


expoſures blight the opening blooms. It is ve 
different from a perpetual fpring, or a perſect Paradiſe. 
Vice and Miſery take a wide range through the world 
in which we dwell. We ourſelves are ſubject to pain, 
diſappointment and grief, Want, ſickneſs and ſorrow 
ae often our portion, We live among thoſe who fre- 
quently prove unfriendly, ſometimes unjuſt, Now fraud 
undermines our felicity: now violence ſubverts it. Con- 
tinual changes and ſevere calamities await us. 

But the Building of God, for which we look, is in dle 
Heavens: a place not expoſed to change and diſtreſs; 
nor, like this Earth, common to the whole Race, We 
expet new Heavens and a new Earth, wherein will dwell 
light, purity and bliſs. This is the City which hath 
no need of the Sun, neither of the Moon to ſhine in it; 
"for the glory of God enlighteneth it and the Lamb. is 
"the light thereof. The Gates of it ſhall not be ſhut 
at all by day; for there ſhall be no Night there. And 
"there ſhall no-wiſe enter into it any thing that defileth ; 
"neither whatſoever worketh abomination, or maketh a 
lie.“ In thoſebiiſsful regions God ſhall wipe away all 
lars from the Eyes of the Inhabitants, made perfect: and 
"there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor cry- 
ing. neither ſhall there be any more pain. . The glo- 
ious and exalted forms ſhall be joined to the general 
Aſſembly of the Church of the firſt born, ſhall be 


* Chriſt to behold. his glory, and ſhall ſce the face of 
0 . 


Rev. xxi, 23. 25. 26. 
TV. 4. 
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In thoſe ſecure and joyful abodes, in thoſe heaven, Bu 
of rightepuſneſs and bliſs, what fears can alarm? What WO This 
calamity aſſail? What grief diſtreſs * What change af. ¶ ur c 
fet ? What imperfection or weakneſs ſully ? What ene. Wl ible, 
mies annoy the holy and perfect Inhabitants ? This is aud t 
the City for which we look : a continuing City, which this « 


hath foundations, whoſe builder and maker is God, this n 
broug 
Once more | lowed 


gly. The Compariſon in the text, turns upon the 
duration of the different Buildings. The earthly Houſe 
is only a Tabernacle: the building of God is eternal in 
the Heavens. Our preſent frame is only a Tabernacle, 
a frail and occaſional ſtructure; a portable houſe, ſo 
flightly compacted, that it may be preſently taken to 
pieces and eaſily removed, Such is the human conlli- 
tution. Mine age faith the Prophet, is removed ſrom 
me like a Shepherds Tent.”* i. e. ſoon ſet up and ſoon 
taken down, The Apoſtle firſt compares our mortal 
*frame to an earthly houſe, a very diminutive Term ! 
*but he ſeems to correct himſelf, As if he had faid: 
*but this mortal body is not fo ſtedfaſt and durable, 
not ſo commodious and ſafe a reccptable as an Houle: 
"call it rather a Tabernacle. It was not built for ages: 
the leaſt accident may deſtroy it: and though no Vio- Houſe, 
"Jence be offered to it, yet it will in a very little time beautify 
«fall down of itſelſ.. Acute diſtempers ſhake the frail Wo God 
building: flow diſorders conſume it: and age wears it Labern 


away. | nal, T 
- But building 
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* Tfaiah 38. 12. + Maſon's Lord's Day Evening Entertainment, 1 —— 
v. 3+ Sermon, x, P, 230. 228. 1. C 


impre; 
of ick 
ſhall ir 
the He 


The | 
terials. 
iges ar 
of year 
d. N 
ſhall ex 
IS ETER 
ITERNA 


Such 
Ent ſtat 


aveny 


on the 
Houle 
rnal1n 
ernacle, 
aſe, lo 
aken to 
conſli- 
d ſrom 
id ſoon 
mortal 
erm 

d ſaid: 
urable, 
Houſe: 
Ir ages: 
10 Vio- 
tle time 
the frail 
Wears it 


But 


— . — 


tainment, 


(9 1] 


But the building of God is eternal in the Heavens. 
This is the great diſtinction between our preſent and fu- 
ure condition; that the latter is eternal. This corrupt- 
ible, as the Apoſtle declares, muſt put on incorruption; 
and this mortal muſt put on immortality. So when 
this corruptible ſhall have put on incorruption, and 
this mortal ſhall have put on immortality, then ſhall be 
brought to paſs the ſaying that is written; death is ſwal- 
lowed up in victory.“ No ſeeds of diſſolution ſhall be 
mpregnated with theſe immortal forms. To no attack 
of ickneſs or diſeaſe ſhall they be expoſed. No time 
ſhall impair h ſtrength, or change their beauty. In 
he Heavens there ſhall be no more death. 


The fabrics of human art are formed of periſhing ma- 
rials. Palaces fall into ruins. Cities, the wonder of 
ves and the pride of nations, are buried in the wrecks 
of years. The world itſelf ſhall wax old and be diſſolv- 
ed, Nature ſhall yield her dying groans. Time itſelf 
[hall expire, But the gift of God, through Jeſus Chriſt 
ETERNAL LIE. The Houle not made with hands is 
ITERNAL in the Heavens, 


Such is the ſuperiority of the future above the pre- 
nt ſtate of the human Frame. This is as it were, an 
Houſe, a common Building; though convenient and 
beautiful, yet weak and imperfect: That is a Building 
of God, a grand and majeſtic ſtructure. This is but a 
Tabernacle, a frail and temporary fabric: That is eter- 
nal, This is at beſt but an earthly Houſe'; That 4 2. 
building in Heaven. glorious and durable. Such is th 


object of the Chriſtian's expectation. Let.us refle&, 


——— 


\ 1, Cor. xv. 53. 54. 
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Secondly, on the Cerlainty as well as the Excellence of 


his Hope. The Apoſtle ſpeaks in ſtrong and confiden WM TI. 
langunge. We know, that we have a Building of God, MW moth 
„an Houſe not made with hands, eternal in the Hea- hic! 
„ens.“ We know it: we are thoroughly convinced offer, 
and fully aſfured of it. Philoſophy never taught, or [pins 
emboldened it's Votaries to uſe this language. Cicere, WM the ic 
and Socrates, thoſe celebrated Sons of Pagan wiſdom, ol cle 
ſpoke of the conſequences of death with much doubt, our L. 
The difficulties and obſcurity, in which the ſubject was lep. 
involved, damped their hopes and threw a dark veil o- e 
ver their expectations. But the diſciples of Jeſus of N. {ch a 
zareth had clear views and certain cxpeRations on a point WM eta! 
where the great Men of antiquity, the Sages of Greece & niled 
Rome, were ignorant or uncertain. The ſcenes of ſuturi- vill ra 
ty and meaſures of Providence, till then inſcrutable were miliat. 
revealed to them, & the proſpect of them was confirmed * 
by the wonderful events of Which they were Eye-Witne/'e; SE 
and in which they were Parts. picion 
They had no doubt, that the diſſolution of this frail, WF hope 1 
tranſitory being would be ſucceded by a nobler ſlate WM ang + 
exiſtence; that, if this earthly Tabernacle were taken and. ; 
down, divine power and goodneſs would raiſe it again W in my 
into a beautiful and glorious Building, made without WF if a. 
hands, eternal in the Heavens—For God had wrougi WM thou 4 
them to this ſublime Hope, His infpiration had dib yorgs 
covered to them the great ſcenes of a reſurreRion and an Wl « thi, 
eternal world. la the reſurreQion of Chriſt from the a 
dead they had ſeen a pledge of the Reſurrection ol his Heayen 
Followers. And in the ſupernstural endowments of th: 

Spirit, which God had given them, they enjoyed © ; Ho! 
earneſt of their redemption from the grave, of their * 4 lu 
Y, hon, 


laſting inheritance. 
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Io Us, who from their writings learn the doctrine of 


another life, and who are informed of the great Facts by 


which their: teſtimony was ſupported, the ſame proofs 
offer, on which therr aſſurance reſted. To Us the day- 
ſpring from on high hath ariſen and opened to our ſight 
the ſcenes of life and immortality. On the authority 
of clear and expreſs Promiſes and on the evidences of 
our Lord's reſurrection as *the firſt fruits of thoſe that 
ſleep,” we may form conſiſtent notions and animat- 
ing expectations of a future life, As ſure as there was 
fuch a Perſonas Jeſus Chriſt who had the words of 
cernal life; & who, after having died on the croſs, was 
nailed again by the power of God: ſo ſure is it that He 
will raiſe the dead and transform the bodies of our hu- 
miliation into a likeneſs to his own glorious body. 


By means of inconteſtible Facts and plain Arguments 
doch our faith riſe to a certainty, which cxcludeth ſul- 
picion and fear. So that in the language of triumphant 


hope We may ſay; 1 know that my Redeemer liveth, 


and that He ſhall fland at the latter day upon the earth: 
and, tho' after my ſkin, worms deſtroy this body, yet 
in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God; whom I ſhall ſee for my- 
lelf, and mine eyes ſhall behold, and not another, 
iliough my reins be conſumed within me. Or in the 
words of the text: We know, that if our earthly Houſe 
ok this Tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a Building of 


God, an Houſe not made with hands,'eternal in the 
Heavens,” 


0 


How excellent is the Goſpel, which enables us to 
ſorm ſuch lively anticipations of a Reſurrection to glo- 
y, honour, and Immortality! How happy, Chriſtian, 


18 
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( 10 ) 
is thy condition, who without learned enquiries, nice in venier 
veſtigations and laboured reaſonings art able to rejoice when 
in the ſure and certain hope of awakening from the Wl comm 
ſleep of death to eternal life! What gratitude is due Wl i the 


for theſe ſublime expectations I now WM in the 
haſten to ſome ſuitable Reflexions : As, * he der 


I. This Subject teacheth us to bear the diſor ders and Let 
meet the diſſolution, of our earthly houſe, with fortitude, ¶ cle for 
The words aſſign the principles on which the Apoſtles ¶ lame r 
ſupported heavy trials with compoſure, and were ready WM lt is a 
to meet the diſſolution of the earthly frame. We faint Wu to | 
not: — for we know, that if the earthly houſe of this WW this T. 
Tabernacle be diſſolved, we have a Building of God, ¶ counſe 
„an houſe not made with hands, eternal in the Hea- WI He, d 
*yens.” — hopes, 


Tho 
were it 
heavine 


Is then any man fick ; let Him admit the word of con- 
ſolation ? Though violent diſorders attack; or ſenſible 
decays conſume this feeble fabric, it ſhall be better 
with us hereafter : we ſhall be clothed, at the reſur- 


ment o 
rection, with immortal vigour and beauty. Let this Wi. w 
reviving hope cheer and ſtrengthen the inward man. ed in p 
The maladies which now afflict, are but the inconveniences Wed up f 
of a temporary Tabernacle. The very diſſolution of it | 
is preparatory to it's being changed into a Building ol The 
God, an houſe not made with hands, eternal in the hea- but the) 
vens.” Are our ſpirits ſo weak and fecble, that we can- on by : 
not bear with patience and ſubmiſſion the light afflict ions lupport 
which are but for a moment? Are we of fo little faith, glorious 
that the pulling down of an earthly dwelling ſhall dil- =, q 


may and diſtreſs us, when it is in order to raiſe a noble 


building out of it? Who of us taketh down an old incon- Dr. 
venient er. 
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jenient and inelegant houſe with reluQance and grief; 
when he intends to ere@ in the room of it, a beautiful, 
commodious and magnificent manſion ? All attachment 
o the former, produced by long and early uſe, is loſt 
n the pleaſing thought of the advantages and pleaſure to 
be derived from the latter? 


Let the proſpeR of exchanging this earthly Taberna- 
dle for an Houſe which is from Heaven, ' affect us in the 
lame manner. It is juſt and reaſonable that it ſhould, 
lt is a delightful and animating proſpect, which teaches 
us to look above and beyond the pain and langour, that 
his Tabernacle may feel; which teaches us, that the 
counſels of our Maker are moſt kind and munificent. 
He, the benevolent being, who hath raiſed us to ſuch 
dopes, certainly doth not willingly affli& and grieve us. 


Though we count weariſome days and reſtleſs nights, 
were it not proper and neceſſary that we ſhould be in 
leavineſs, the goodneſs, which deſigns us for the enjoy- 
ment of immortal vigout and glory, would not permit 
It. We are hereby formed to the Will of God, exerciſ- 
ed in patience, weaned from the preſent ſtate, and train- 
ed up for glory, per fection and bliſs. 


The diſorders this Tabernacle ſuffers may be painful: 
but they are tranſient. The diſſolution of it may come 
on by a flow and grievous proceſs: but let faith cheer & 
ſupport itſelf with the contemplation of the noble and 


glorious fabric, to which we ſhall riſe again at the morn- 
ing of the reſurrection. We are told of an eminent 
Miniſter* whoſe conſtitution was broken down by a 


— 


Dr. Joux Exaxs, Author of the Sermons on the Chriſtian 
temper, See his Funeral Sermon by Dr. Harris p. 42. 


| 


( 12) 
lingring illneſs, that when he looked upon his body 
ſwollen with bis diſtemper, He would often ſay with 


pleaſure, **This corruptible ſhall put on r 
—0 glorious hope!” 


2dly. This ſubje& adminiſters Conſolation on the re- 
moval of -pious Friends. What an affecting change 
doth Death make in the objects of our regard and affed- 
ion! The bcautiſul human fabric, which before inſpired 
delight, now wears a deformity that excites abhorrence, 
Where is now the activity and ſtrength of the limbs? 
Where the ſparkling vigour, or melting language of the 
Eye? Where are the bloom and ſmiles of the counte- 
nance? The tongue, which inſtructed and entertained 
us, in what deep ſilence is it ſealed! The Ear that open- 
cd to the call of friendſhip and the voice of love, hoy 
cloſed! A ghaſtly paleneſs and an earthly coldnels 
pervade the frame. We look on the altered form, and 
lay ;—*Is thts ths Friend who gladdened and improved 
„us? Is this the beloved Child, or the cadeared Relative; 
that once cheered us with his ſmiles and was the delight 
of our ſouls?” Thus we mourn the melancholy change 
and diſtreſs ourſelves at the fight of the awſul ruins: 
And if we only gaze on the ſad, deformed ſpectacle, what 
but diſtreſs can be felt? 


But know we not, that the divine power will repair 
the waſte and deſolations of death? Know we not, that 
the word of Jeſus, the reſurrection and the life, will re- 
animate and reſtore the diſordered frame? Know we 
not that the beloved Friend whom we leave in the damp 
grave to mingle with common duſt ſhall awake and 


riſe again adorned with more than former beauty and vi- 
gour 
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( 13) 
jicour? Know we not, that from the rains of this 
arhly houſe ſhall be formed a building of God, an 
houſe not made with hands, eternal in the Heavens? 
Yes: we do know it upon the grounds of a divine pro- 
niſe and of faith in a riſen Saviour, Let us not forrow 
thoſe who are without hope. Let not our thoughts 
(yell merely on the diſſolution of this earthly fabric: 
on the inactive and ghaſtly form once loving and be- 
bred. Let us look forward, and think with what plea- 
ue and tranſport we ſhall ſee our chriſtian Friends 
gin, when the voice of the Redeemer ſhall awake 
hem, — when they ſhall come forth from their duſty 
beds, —When they ſhall appear glorious and immortal 
brms, the everlaſting delight of our eyes and joy of 


dur hearts. On that glad morning we ſhall forget the 
ſorrows with which we left them int the grave. Let us 


row anticipate its joys and triumphs, that the proſpect 
ay enliven the preſent ſad ſcene. 


May they, who in the death of Mr. MAvxARD S have 
oft an eſteemed and an affectionate Relative, feel the 
power of theſe Conſolations and Hopes! The ſincere 
nd general grief with which his death is lamented 
lhould ſooth the ſorrows of his Widow and endcar the 

memory 


— 


Mr. Mayxazp died on June the gth. aged 63. He was born 
it kburton, in che County of Devon, but when he was young came 
o live with his Uncle, Mr. Jerom Maynard, a Clothier, at Honor; 
o whoſe fortune and buſineſs he ſucceded. This Gentleman left be- 
und Him a very reſpectable Character for ſeule, piety and worth, 

He built, chiefly at his own expence the Mecting-Houſe of the Gene- 
Baß tis in i at Town and conveyed it over into the hands of 

rullees as a perpetuity to the Congregation, to whom, tho* not edu- 
ated for the Pulpit, He uſed to preach. His Nephew of whom we 


ne ſpeaking above, bequeathed Four Hundred Puunds towards the ſup- 
bort of a Miniſter to this Socigy 


i i. 
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memory of his name to his other Relatives, He wag or his 
the uſeful Man; rejoicing to do good. He was a conWiaion « 
fiſtent and uniform Friend to civil and religious Liber 
ty. One of the laſt ations of his life was an handſome 
benefation to this Society: but, if I miſtake not hi 
ſentiments and views, He meant it not merely as a ſup- 
port to the peculiar opinion and practice which he judg. 
ed moſt agreable to the Inſtitution of Chriſt but to the 
general cauſe of a PROrESTANT Diss ENT: a cauſe, He 
looked on not as that of a Party but of LiserTy.* As 
to his more private acts of uſefulneſs, to allude to the 
hiſtory that informs us that 'the Widow ſhewed the 
coats and garments which Dorcas made while ſhe was 
with them,” many can tell of the generous ſervicesour 
late friend rendered to them. Some can tell us, how Hel 


Inte: 
on of E 
cur of 
nend. 
ved col 
is nea1 
umſelf 
ume in 
God h 
die.“ 
his 
umpo! 


put them forward in life — Others bow he aſſiſted their Le v 
diſtrefles—And others again, how He aided and patronil- Wii: an 
ed their uſeful ſchemes. With a real though mournful bis 
pleaſure, have I heard the ſtrong teſtimonies to the great Miiewiſe 
uſefulneſs of his character and conduct, born by ſuch Vigio 
as cannot be ſuppoſed to exaggerate his good actions, Ninues 
or flatter his memory. It is the concern and will be the Whol va 
Ho Nou of thoſe who ſucceed to his fortune and place le hou 
in this Town, not to ſuffer his virtues to be forgotten, Nl in 
be To be a DissenTer on principle, is to aſſert the rights of Men den th 
and privileges of Chriſtians. Though the immediate and ſpecial ob- bulneſs 
ject of a Diſſent from a national Eſtabliſhment is the more full exer-— reminds 
ciſe of religious liberty, yet this is clotely connected with the ſupport Laftl 
of civil Liberty. Hence Mr. Hume obſerves: So abſolute was the | 
authority of the Crown (in the reign of 0. Elizabeth) that the ur rec 
precious ſpark of Liberty had been kindled, and was preſerved by Lears f. 


*the PuzITA NS ALONE: and it was to Tru Ster, whoſe Principles 
**appear fo frivolous and habits ſo ridiculous, that the Engliſh owe 


the whole freedom of their Conſtitution.” Hume's Hiſtory of Eu- — 
. T. 80. 


gland. V. v. p. 161, 189 Svo. 
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xr his good ſervices to die with Him; but by the imi- 
ation of both to do their utmoſt that He may ſtill live, 


Integrity, generoſity and uſefulneſs adorn the profeſſi- 
m of Religion, and ought to be mentioned to the hon- 
zur of that profeſſion which was made by our deceaſed 
nend. From ſuch a confiltency of character He deri- 
red comfort under his ſickneſs and in the view of death. 
b nearly as I can recolle& his words He thus exprellcd 
limſelf at different times; I have lived a confiderable 
me in the world: — I hope I have done ſome good; — 
Cod hath been very kind to me. I am not unwilling to 
lie. Agreably to theſe ſentiments He bore the ſymptoms 
if his diſſolution, and looked for it, with remarkable 
ompoſure and chearfulneſs 


Let us remember with affection and reſpect the valu- 
ble and amiable parts of his character; and be excited 
ly this imperſe& repreſentation of it, to go and do 
Ikewiſe,” The time draws on, when the principles of 
Kligion will alone afford us the beſt ſupport; and the 
ues which Religion leads us to cultivate, will be the 
oſt valuable and durable poſſeſſion. How deſirable in 
ke hour of death are the hopes and comforts of faith ! 
lov important on the morning of the reſurrection, 
Wen the righteous Judge ſhall appear, will be the righte- 
lulneſs of Saints! But the mention of that Seaſon 
reminds me to obſerve 


Laſlly, That we ſhould look forward to and expefl the 
turreflion of the dead. A certain Perſon advanced in 
lars ſhewed to a great and excellent Man“ a Tomb he 

had 


— — 
— 


—— 


4 
f. Socixus. 
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had built for himſelf, as a token of piety, and added 
that his mind was continually engaged in meditations on 
death: he was anſwered, that he would have been 
much better employed, if he had contemplated the evi. 
dences and nature of the reſurrefion of the dead,”+ 
Did men, did pious Chriſtians more habitually 


turn their thoughts to this hope, it would raiſe them a- 
bove the fears of death and fortify them againſt it's ap- 


proach. The rebuilding of this earthly frame is evident- 


ly a more pleaſing object of contemplation than it's dif 
ſolution; why ſhould it not then be the more frequent 
ſubject of our thoughts? If Men do indeed believe the 
Goſpel and it's declarations concerning the appearance 

& of Jeſus Chriſt to change the vile bodies of our humili- 
ation and to faſhion them like to his own glorious bo- 
dy, it ſeemes more natural for them to look forward to 
the reſurrection, rather than always to hover in mournſul 
reflexions over the tomb. 'The believing habitual ex- 
pectation of the reſurrection would ſcatter the darkneſs 
and enliven the gloom of the grave. It would inſpire 
lively thoughts and daddeuing hopes. It would bege 
a greatneſs of ſoul and ſuperiority to this world. 


Yet theſe perhaps are the thoughts to which Men ar 
moſt ſtrangers. Death, being a nearer event, ſometimes 
affects them, and makes "Pb, melancholy: or to avoid 
the gloom of ſuch a ſubject they baniſh it as much as 
poſſible from the mind. Whereas they ought, from the 
frequent inſtances of mortality and the preſages of thei! 
own diſſolution, to turn their views to that grea! da), 
when the divine power {hall raiſe the fallen Tabernzci 


into a beautiful and everlaſting Building. When they 


— — 


— * —— 


+ See Memoirs of the Life of FAusrus Socixus, p. 23. 
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land at a grave and are about to cloſe it, they ought to 
look forward to the Morning, whea the Son of God 
ſhall appear to open every tomb and to givean eternalre- 
aſe tothe priſoners ofthe grave. All the time between is 
nothing to that Being, with whom a thouſand Years are 
hut ,as one day: and it will appear only as a ſhort 
watch in the night to thoſe who ſleep and whom the 
dice of the Angel ſhall awake. 


Oh! Heirs of glory, Ye Candidates for immortality, 
hink not ſo much of dying as of riſing again: fear not 
he diſſolution of this earthly houſe, but rejoice in the 
lope of being built again, by the power of God, into a 
lorious and immortal ſtructure. Think not fo much 


ff mingling with the common duſt and becoming the 
od of worms, as of being the children of the reſur- 
dion,” of becoming as the Angels of God,” and of 
xchanging houſes of clay for an houſe not made with 


— 


hands, eternal in the Heavens.” Amen, 


mong the Poor. pr. 6d. or 38. per. dozen in Boards. 
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